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FULL Council

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday, 24 March 2025 at 6:30pm
St David’s Parish Rooms, Copperas Lane, Haigh


PRESENT: 	Councillor Ian Parker (Vice Chair in the Chair)
	Councillor Catherine Croston
	Councillor Jill Ingram
	Councillor Marie-Clare Kenyon
	Councillor Kerry Whittle
	Councillor Andrew Wilson
	
IN ATTENDANCE: 	Dianne Scambler (Locum Clerk)
				 					
OBSERVERS:	2 Members of the Public		
										

HPC 16 25	APOLOGIES OR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Paul Kenyon (Chairman), and Councillor Jill Ingram.

The meeting was confirmed as quorate. 

HPC 17 25	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
The Locum Clerk declared a pecuniary interest in Item 14: Appointment of Parish Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer.

HPC 18 25	MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
The minutes of the meeting held on Monday 27 January were approved as a correct record for signing by the Chair.

HPC 19 25	MATTERS INTRODUCED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC
	A resident reported receiving a reply from Wigan Council concerning his formal complaint about the lack of enforcement regarding the land located behind his property, commonly referred to as the Punjabi Arena. In their response, the Council indicated that they would not take any further action to enforce the landowner's compliance with the conditions specified in the Enforcement Notice.

The resident stated his intention to proceed with his appeal through the Stage Two Complaints process. He further indicated that, if necessary, he would escalate the matter to the Ombudsman, which represents the final and highest stage in the complaint resolution process.

The Council reaffirmed their support of the resident in this matter.

HPC 20 25	WEBSITE DEMONSTRATION
A demonstration of the proposed website was presented, by James Reilly, Easy Websites, highlighting the benefits it could bring to the Parish Council. The presenter, an experienced professional in the field and a Parish Councillor himself, showcased his understanding of the Council's requirements and commitment to delivering a suitable solution. His company, based in the North, specialises in website development for Parish Councils and offers a 50% discount to members of the Lancashire Association of Local Councils (LALC), of which the Parish Council is a member. A nominal monthly fee plus VAT was proposed to cover maintenance and ongoing support.

It was agreed that the website would serve as a vital platform for enhancing community engagement and fostering stronger connections with residents. It would also help to elevate the Parish Council's profile by providing an accessible and professional online presence, showcasing our work and initiatives effectively

Members posed several questions, which were answered to their satisfaction. After a comprehensive discussion, they RESOLVED: Unanimously to proceed with the purchase of the website.

Council Business

HPC 21 25	FINANCIAL ITEMS
	
(a) The Council noted that the Parish Precept and Council Support Grant would be paid to the Parish Council on 1 April 2025. The current bank balance as of 24 March 2025 was £28.325.84.
There was one outstanding debtor £20:00 for the hire of the Parish Hall on 27 January 2025.

(b) The reimbursement of the Locum Clerks hours was approved. 
RESOLVED: The payment of £1,100, for 55 hours work (January to March 2025) @ £20 per hour was agreed to be paid as soon as the Council were able. 

	It was noted that an update on Banking Access was not available.

HPC 22 25	PLANNING APPLICATIONS REPORT

	Validated Applications

	Application no: A/25/098690/CON
	Proposal: Condition Discharge Application to discharge Condition No:5 (Drainage) in respect of Application no: A/24/97020/FUL
	Location: 3 Pendlebury Lane, Haigh, Wigan, WN2 1LT

	Application no: A/25/098493/FUL
	Proposal: Erection of replacement dwellinghouse and alterations to access, following demolition of existing dwelling house and ancillary buildings.
	Location: Whitegates, 14 Haigh Road, Haigh, Wigan, WN2 1LB

	Decisions

	Application no: A/25/098432/AG
	Proposal: Prior notification for the erection of an agricultural machinery and feed store.
	Location: Agricultural land to Southwest of Leeds Liverpool Canal, Off Sennicar Lane, Haigh, Wigan
	Decision: GPD Prior approval not required.
	
	Application no: A/24/098359/HH
	Proposal: Certificate of lawful development for the proposed erection of two outbuildings within the garden of the existing dwelling, for use as a domestic swimming pool, entertaining space, garage and storage.
	Decision: Refused.

	Application no: A/24/98330/CON
	Proposal: Condition Discharge Application to discharge Condition No:4 (Cross sections and elevational details of the windows and doors to be installed) in respect of Application no: A/23/96252/HH
	Decision: Agreed.
	
		RESOLVED: The Council noted the report.

HPC 23 25	LEYLAND MILL SITE - LIGHTING
Following numerous complaints from residents and visitors to Haigh regarding the floodlighting on the Leyland Mill site, the Chairman confirmed that he had contacted the Director of Environment at Wigan Council. The Director had then instructed one of his officers to investigate the issue and carry out any necessary rectification work. However, no further response had been received from the Council, and no remedial action had been taken to date. 

[bookmark: _Hlk195697810]RESOLVED: That this matter be raised at the upcoming meeting with Wigan Council.

HPC 24 25 	LAND ON PENDLEBURY LANE, HAIGH
Following the update received from a resident earlier in the meeting, Members agreed that this matter should be escalated to the upcoming meeting with Wigan Council.

RESOLVED: That this matter be raised at the upcoming meeting with Wigan Council.


HPC 25 25	MATTERS RELATING TO HAIGH HALL/WOODLAND PARK

(a) Safe access around entrance to Car Park
Members agreed to raise the ongoing issue at the upcoming meeting with Wigan Council. Councillor Andrew Wilson agreed to provide an update note for the meeting.

(b) Hall restoration Project
The restoration of Haigh Hall has been ongoing for some time. In earlier phases, senior leaders at Wigan Council recognised Haigh Parish Council as a significant stakeholder in the consultation processes and kept them informed of progress. However, this recognition has diminished in recent months, particularly following the termination of the contract with the previous Creative Directors. 

Councillor Clare Kenyon emphasised the critical role Haigh Parish Council plays in representing the community it serves and the importance of re-establishing its standing as a key stakeholder in the project going forward.

The following motion was proposed by Councillor Ian Parker, Seconded by Councillor Andrew Wilson, and Unanimously approved.

Haigh Parish Council recognises the significant cultural, historical, and community importance of the Haigh Hall restoration project, and the direct impact it will have on the parish and its residents.

In view of this the Council RESOLVED to:
· Formally request recognition as a major stakeholder in the Haigh Hall restoration project by Wigan Council.
· Request representation at all future stakeholder meetings relating to Haigh Hall, to ensure that the voice of the local community is heard and considered.
· Seek regular updates and briefings from Wigan Council regarding project developments, timelines, and decisions impacting the site and its surroundings.
· Affirm its ongoing commitment to constructive engagement with partners, including Wigan Council, local groups, and the wider community, to ensure the long-term success and public value of the restoration.

(c) Bridleway
In December 2022, the Parish Council raised concerns with Wigan Council regarding the lack of safe bridleways in Haigh. A working party, which included the then Creative Directors of Haigh Hall, was established to develop a coordinated bridleway system aligned with the new Bee Line pathway on the Whelley Loop Line. However, since the termination of the Creative Directors’ contract, progress had stalled, leaving safety issues unresolved. Temporary measures that had been implemented have been undermined by residents, resulting in horse riders having no safe routes for egress, despite new stables having received planning permission.

It was proposed by Councillor Clare Kenyon, seconded by Catherine Croston, and subsequently RESOLVED to recommend re-engaging with Wigan Council to secure new project leadership and funding, collaborate with local stables, and prioritise a joined-up bridleway network that will ensure safety and accessibility for our growing equestrian community.

RESOLVED: That all the above matters be raised at the upcoming meeting with Wigan Council

HPC 26 25	COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
(a) Litter Picking Event 
Councillors Catherine Croston and Kerry Whittle provided an update on preparations for the Parish Council’s inaugural litter-picking event, scheduled for Sunday, 6 April. The event aligns with the Great British Spring Clean campaign, running from 21 March to 6 April 2025.
The event had been promoted on the Parish’s social media platforms, and all necessary equipment has been secured. Members were invited to suggest potential ‘Grot spots’ to focus on, and the two Councillors planned to pre-walk a couple of possible routes. As part of the nation’s largest environmental mass-action campaign, the Parish Council had committed to collecting 10 bags of rubbish. The event is open to all, and everyone is encouraged to join.
(b) Suggestions of Community Engagement including key stakeholders
The Council unanimously expressed its commitment to strengthening community engagement, with the aim of making meaningful improvements to the area and giving back to residents. During discussions about potential activities, members showed some reservations about undertaking large-scale projects, favouring smaller, more manageable initiatives as a way forward. To explore opportunities and develop ideas, the Council agreed to establish a dedicated working group. 

This group would be responsible for exploring strategies to realise the Parish’s goal of building stronger connections with the community and driving meaningful progress. This would include a review of its social media platforms and processes. Additionally, they will identify key stakeholders within the community or those who can contribute to its benefit, ensuring effective collaboration and engagement.

RESOLVED: To establish a Community Engagement Working Group, to consist of the following members:
· Councillor Catherin Croston
· Councillor Clere Kenyon
· Councillor Kerry Whittle
· Dianne Scambler

HPC 27 25	CANCELLATION OF BUBBLEFEST 2025, AND THOUGHTS FOR 2026
The Council confirmed the cancellation of the Bubblefest event for 2025 and held a discussion on the possibility of organising a similar event in the future. The event was originally established to generate crucial funds for the Parish Council, whose budgets had been depleted after several years without an increase in the parish precept. 

However, in recent years, more engaged councillors have succeeded in raising the parish precept to a sustainable level, which now adequately covers the Council's operating costs. With healthy reserves in place, members debated whether pursuing such a large-scale event would be worthwhile. 

Members also considered the option of appointing a professional event planner to ensure full compliance in all aspects of event management, including mitigating liability concerns. The discussion reflected a balanced evaluation of the advantages and challenges associated with hosting large-scale events.

RESOLVED: That the newly established Community Engagement Working Group consider this as part of its remit.

HPC 28 25	CHRISTMAS TREE/LIGHTING
The Council considered various locations for erecting the Christmas tree, identifying the land near the Haigh Chimney Stack as a potential site. While this location was deemed suitable, it lies outside the Haigh boundary, necessitating permission from other landowners. Members discussed collaborating with key stakeholders in the area to agree on a location that would best serve the local community, encompassing both Haigh residents and their neighbours.

HPC 29 25	ANNUAL PARISH MEETING ARRANGEMENTS	
As the Chair of the Council was not in attendance, it was agreed to hold an informal Council meeting virtually on 17 April 2025 to discuss suitable arrangements for the Annual meeting.

Other Matters

HPC 30 25	APPOINTMENT OF PARISH CLERK AND RESPONSIBLE FINANCIAL OFFICER
The Locum Clerk withdrew from the meeting to allow the Council members to discuss the proposal in the report.

RESOLVED: To appoint Dianne Scambler as the Parish Clerk and Responsible Officer to Haigh Parish Council with immediate effect. To commence on SCP, point 24, £17.79 per hour (this being within the LC2 (24-28) substantive Local Government benchmark range) for 25 hours a month. 

HPC 31 25	DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE 	
Due to the recent unprecedented circumstances regarding the untimely passing of the previous Parish Clerk, the declaration of acceptance of office for Councillors Catherine Croston and Kerry Whittle had not been formally recorded at a Parish Council meeting.

Both Councillors had previously signed their declarations of acceptance of office within the statutory timeframe, and witnessed by the previous Clerk, Krystyna Pilkington.

RESOLVED: That Councillors Catherine Croston and Kerry Whittle will serve as Parish Councillors of Haigh Parish Council until May 2027. 
		
HPC 32 35	CANAL TOW PATH
The Chair, Councillor Paul Kenyon, was recently approached by Wigan Council to participate in a photo opportunity showcasing improvements to the Canal Tow Path. This caused some frustration, as the works remain incomplete and have stalled due to a lack of funding. District Councillor Ready had previously indicated that £1,000 from his Brighter Borough funding would be allocated to the project; however, clarification was needed as to whether this contribution has been made.
Members agreed to raise their concerns at the upcoming meeting with Wigan Council to clarify the status, explore possibilities for securing additional funding to complete the project, and ensure that any publicity accurately reflects that the initiative was originally instigated by Haigh Parish Council, not Wigan District Councillors.
RESOLVED: That this matter be raised at the upcoming meeting with Wigan Council.
								The meeting closed at 9.30pm.
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